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A LITTLE FLIGHT READING

The Gardener’s
Book of Days
Holly Kerr
Forsyth
(Miegunyah
Press, $44.99)

hoi A

FANS of The Australian’s
gardening editor willbe delighted
withherlatestbook. [t'sdesigned
asanongoing calendar for all
passionate gardeners and
contains heaps ot practical data
onwhentoplant, prune,
deadhcadand dig,aswellasinfo
onevents and special estates and
intriguing garden (rivia. Inlate
March, grabingredients from
yourvegpatch and make green
lomato and chillijam (recipe
provided). Barly June is the time
toplant summer-tflowering bulbs,
including my favourite, the
wonderfully scented tuberose
(Polinathes tuberosa). By late July,
thenativesarsparilla
(Iardenbergiaviolacea) “willbe
rompingupand overtfences. . .
andany lreeinitspath”says Kerr
Forsyth. Thebook isfull of
glistening photography and
would make amuch morelasting
Mother’s Day gift than thal
bunch of boughtroses.
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Gallipoli: The
Battlefield
Guide

Mat MclLachtan
(ITachette
Australia,
$29.95)

MAT McLachlan’sguideisa must
foranyonemaking a pilgrimage
toAustralia’s European theatres
olwar. The authorpacksa greal
deal of complexinformation into
amanageable volume (388 pages)
andhehasastorylelling gift that
ensures historicevents come to
life. McLachlanincludesthe
expecled lowdownonplanning a
trip but alsouseful details on
military organisation, asoldier’s
life, the cemeleries, a precis of
important historicliteraturcand
six chapters of battlefield tours.
Heendswith atimeline,awho's
who and, most moving for me, a
list of casualties. [wasshockedto
discoverthestaggeringlosses
suffered by the Turks: 59,500
deadand 110,500 wounded.
McLachlanwrites,“Something
fundamental changed when
those boatsfirst touched the
shore.” Thatsomethingisas
potenttoday asitwasalmost a
century ago.
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